1. Park Name:
William Moulder Park

Location:

Between Gardner Street and McFarland Road

Background:

Mr Moulder set up a Saddler business in 1871 and owned property in Anne Street, Mint Street and according to parish plans had a large area of land named ‘Wodonga Creek’. He was a council member when Wodonga was still under Yackandandah, however he resigned a short time after when he objected to the Wodonga Railway Station not being moved to behind where the Railway Hotel stands which was originally called Bambricks Hotel. The name change came in anticipation of this move. He built the first Wodonga bath’s being off a jetty and an enclosed area of the lagoon, once called Huon’s lake. 

2. Park Name:
Willow Park

Location:

Western side of House Creek from Pearce Street running north 

Background:

Willow Park – Was the name of the property established by Mr Fred & Mrs Julianna Heckendorf in 1869 due to Mr Heckendorf planting many willow trees around their property. The property changed ownership many times until some of it was subdivided for housing and the rest was transferred to council for public parklands. 

3. Park Name:
Dr John Schlink Park

Location:

Corner of Schlink Street and Dunstan Street

Background:

Dr Schlink enlisted in the army during WWII and he was sent to the Middle East. After the war the Army agreed to pay for the remainder of his education and with great determination he graduated. He then went to work in outback Australia and overseas before he decided to return to Wodonga because he was raised here and his father ran the grocery store. He worked at the migrant camp in Bonegilla before he set up a practice with Dr James Taverney. Dr Schlink has been a practitioner in Wodonga for over 30 years. 

4. Park Name:
Jack Eames Reserve 



Location:

Opposite Willow Park on the Eastern side of House Creek

Background:

Mr Eames joined the Army Ordnance Corp in 1941, serving in New Guinea and Boganville where he set up three spare parts units with another Wodonga identity Mr Bill Tindale. Mr Eames was discharged from the army in 1946 after the end of the War and returned to play football for Richmond in VFL. After a year playing with Richmond he decided to return to Wodonga the place he adored. He began coaching Wodonga in 1947 but gave this up in 1950 due to work pressures. Mr Eames however decided to play with the Wodonga Football Club and was the recipient of the Morris Medal in 1949 for the leagues best and fairest player. Mr Eames’s community work and involvement has found him driving the community bus for many years. 

5. Park Name:
Carl Fietz Park

Location:

Fronting Wilkinson Drive, East of House Creek

Background:

Mr Fietz and his wife Anna made camp in Leneva after their wagon broke down on their way to Walla. They established a home here and Mr Fietz walked to Wodonga daily to work as a black smith. Mr & Mrs Fietz went on to have 14 children and 40 grandchildren and were one of the very early pioneer families in this area. 
6. Park Name:
Sr Kit Hughes Park

Location:

Corner Melrose Drive and Pearce Street

Background:

Sr Hughes was the midwife and owner of the private hospital which stood on the corner of High & Stanley Street. She ran a private hospital and delivered many Wodonga babies in the 1920’s & the 1930’s. In conjunction with a local doctor she established a Golf Course on the Wodonga flats. 

7. Park Name:
Gerard Moylan Park



Location:

South of Brockley Street and West of House Creek

Background:

Fr Moylan was the first parish priest of the Sacred Heart parish, which was formed at South Wodonga in 1974. He was known as a “Bricks and Mortar” priest because he was forward thinking enough to purchase the land way over the creek where St Monica’s School opened in 1973. He was also Parish Priest from 1964-1966 and again from 1970-1974. He was the army Chaplain at Bandiana and also migrant chaplain at Bonegilla. 
8. Park Name:
Dr Tav Park 

Location:

West of Gardner Street to Melrose Drive

Background:

Dr Tav(James Taverney) originally named in his honor in 1990 his name was given to this park due to being a loyal medical practitioner in Wodonga for 40 years after graduating from medical studies in 1944. He was also a member of the committee that helped establish the Wodonga District Hospital which opened in 1954 with 60 beds. 

9. Park Name:
Ernie Condon Park

Location:

North of McFarland Road

Background:

Ernie (Ernest) Condon – Born in Wagga Wagga in 1910, he was brought up on his Grandfathers farm “Spreydon” about 5 kilometers from Wodonga. He began cutting wood at the age of 8, with his father, who owned a saw mill and timber yard next to their house in Osburn Street. He has a great memory of Mann’s early history, the Water Tower in High Street and the railway gates in High Street being opened by an operator. He learnt his trade working in Jack Laughton’s foundry in Albury for 11 years until he started his own business on the corner of Osburn and Hovell streets. Whilst living in Wodonga he manufactured a great number of inventions. 

10. Park Name:
Abe Bounader Park




Location:

James Street

Background:

Mr Bounader was known as the “Picture Show Man” and he and his brother Karly ran picture shows at Wodonga in the Melba Theatre which was part of the old Shire Hall until 1968. He met the required needs of Wodonga residents with his form of entertainment for many enjoyable years. 

11. Park Name:
Kent McKoy Reserve




Location:

South of Nordsvan Drive

Background:

Mr McKoy was employed by the Development Corporation as the original landscape architect to help develop the landscape for the whole of the acquired corporation land. He immediately set out to plant one million native trees as a basis for future development. Mr McKoy knew that the visual environment was going to play a large part in the future of Wodonga and no expense was spared in greening Willow Park which was just a paddock when he arrived. His enormous energy was often seen when he was tending to his precious environments on weekends and public holidays. His enthusiasm was infectious and he was able to mobilize huge numbers of residents to take part in forward plantings and beautification schemes.

12. Park Name:
Alan Cracknell Park

Location:

Between Maneroo Court and Allambie Crescent

Background:

Mr Cracknell achieved a science degree and education diploma that led to a teaching career in mathematics and physics. He became the school principal at Wodonga and oversaw the expansion of the school to 900 students during his tenure. He retired in 1985 after 40 years and spent the next 21 years promoting adult education among his many other activities. He started university of the third age for older people while continuing to coordinate programs to encourage older people to become computer literate. He was made a life member of the CEC in 2004 and received the Australian Centenary medal in 2003. He is described as being an inspirational leader who paid attention to detail and had a sharp mind.

13. Park Name:
Peter Frawley Snr Park

Location:

Between Pearce Street (south) and Nordsvan Drive

Background:

Mr Frawley was in active service in World War 1 for four years and he also fought with the AIF at Gallipoli and was awarded the Croix de Geurre for his part in a battle at Fromelles south of Armentieres in 1916. From this he became a jockey winning many hurdle races at various places. The most well recognized of these was winning the Australian Steeple at Caulfield in 1922 on a horse called “Pistolier” He came to Wodonga in 1932 to work for the Post Master General Department. His work took him to Wangaratta and Beechworth and his mode of transport was a push bike. From here he took on work at the Wodonga Foundry, was the Secretary of the Bonegilla Race Club, member of the Wodonga turf club and a member of the founding committee that formed the Wodonga Show Society. 

14. Park Name:
Clyde Cameron Reserve

Location:

Large greenbelt where private hospital stands (Sth of Pearce)

Background:

Named after Clyde Cameron College which was built for the Trade Union Training Authority by the federal government in 1977 as Australia’s first residential trade union college and the first of its kind in the world. Its name honored the Minister for Labor and Immigration in the Whitlam Government.

15. Park Name:
David Bayne Park





Location:

North side of Huon Creek Road

Background:

Mr Bayne was the original Chief Economist for the Development Corporation. Originally from England he was committed to producing a unique world class city and was responsible for ensuring that it was soundly financed. Mr Bayne was one of the first to settle in the new Huon Creek Road Subdivision. The entire Bayne family immersed themselves in the community, particularly in the cultural and artistic life of the city which lead to the eventual formation of the Flying Fruit Fly Circus and the Hot House Theatre. Mr Bayne ensured that the funding to make Willow Park an area of world class significance was made available.

16. Park Name:
Lou Lieberman Park




Location:

Between Pearce Street and Hartwig Road

Background:

Mr Lieberman served in the 8/13th VMR CMF and Army Reserve AALC as a Major. Mr Lieberman and his wife Marj, moved to Wodonga in 1962 in a flat behind Mr Lieberman’s law office at 100 High St, Wodonga. He commenced practice as a Barrister and a Solicitor from 1962-1979 when he decided to retire from the Law practice. Mr Lieberman stepped into politics and was the State Member for Benambra from 1976-1992 until he retired and became the Federal Member for Indi from 1993- 2001. Mr Lieberman has been member of numerous clubs including Wodonga Apex and Rotary, Wodonga Technical School Council, Salvation Army Red Shield Committee, Wodonga Racing Club and the Wodonga Football Club. Over the years he has been one of the team involved in helping to achieve the establishment and development of TAFE and Universities in this region as well as improved Health and Services and major decentralization policies. He has been a strong advocate and hard worker in achieving the Hume Highway Bypass and hopefully soon the relocation of Wodonga’s rail line out of the CBD. 

17. Park Name:
Susan Campbell Reserve




Location:

North of Yarralumla Drive and Gaff Court

Background:

Ms Campbell was employed by the Development Corporation and worked under Kent McKoy as a Landscape Architect and then took on Kent’s role after he departed. The momentum for the greening of the landscape continued with renewed vigour under her leadership. She particularly devoted her energies to the parklands around Wodonga and Baranduda and under her leadership the Millionth tree was planted. She was a great mentor to students and young people generally by providing practical ways for them to become involved in the beautification of the area through large scale plantings. She practiced what she preached and was often seen in the field helping with plantings and tending to new plantations. 

18. Park Name:
Woodland Grove

Location:

Between High Street and hovel Street (water tower)

Background:

This area was named to honor Wodonga’s first Shire President John Woodland. He was elected to council in 1876 until he resigned in May 1877. It is said that he used to regularly walk seven or eight miles to meetings from his property in the West Wodonga area. John Woodland was a representative of North East Riding of the Yackandandah Shire along with Mr William Henderson Maxwell and Mr William Tucker Pyke. In early 1876 the Wodonga portion of the Shire had grown sufficiently that a request for severance from Yackandandah resulted in a new Shire listed in the Victorian Government Gazzette. This can be viewed in No 20 on the date of the 10th of March 1876 under the headings of Shires of Wodonga & Yackandandah. A poll held on the 20th of April 1876 resulted in Mr Woodland being elected along with five other members of the community. 

19. Park Name:
Merle Mason Park





Location:

Between Quinlivan Place and Lawrence Street

Background:

Ms Mason was born in Melbourne in 1930 and married her husband Noel in 1952. When he was appointed to A G Healings in Wodonga they came to live here and start a family. Merle became hands on person and was involved in the Wodonga Swimming Club in 1968 holding the positions of treasurer and secretary. She also participated in the ‘Herald’ learn to swim campaigns in which a lot of Wodonga children overcame their fear of water. She also worked hard in the Ladies Auxiliary, Girl Guides and Scouts. Merle was awarded with the Community Services Award in 1980. 

20. Park Name:
Max Gray Park





Location:

North of Brockley Street and Poplar Street

Background:

Mr Gray joined the Police Force in Melbourne in 1950 and was stationed in Montague, North Melbourne and later did patrols. He was then appointed to Wodonga as the first CIB detective in 1958. Mr Gray and his wife Marie had two sons and two daughters and the family lived in William St, Wodonga. Mr Gray retired from the police force in 1984, however during his time he served the community as a Police Man known for compassion and good sense. He also served on the Vermont court Hostel Board and many other community projects. Wodonga thought itself lucky to have gained the services of such a fine man. 

21. Park Name:
Les Stone Park

Location: 

Between Brockley Street and Lawrence Street (House Creek)

Background:

Mr Stone taught in Wodonga & Bandiana schools from 1965. He was elected to the Shire Council in 1967, elected deputy shire president in 1970 and president in 1972, becoming mayor on attainment of city status from 1973 to 1974. For many years Mr Stone was on the Good Neighborhood Council and taught English to many migrants. In 1974 he was appointed an inaugural member of the Albury Wodonga Development Corporation board. He passed away in 1974.

22. Park Name:
Kelly Park

Location: 

Grass tennis courts and sports grounds – Lawrence Street 

Background:

Three Kelly brothers left Paulstown in Ireland in 1850. Their sister Mary, who was employed in Sydney, paid their fare on the ‘Hilton’ as she feared that they may be conscripted for the Crimean War. They purchased an area of 80 acres on which Kelly Park is apart of, off Mr. W McFarlane in 1872. The majority of this land was heavily under vines. The Kelly brothers and their family cleared the land and farmed the property they called ‘Melrose’. Council purchased the land when Mr. Bill Richardson and Mr. Jack Hore were in council and deemed it a good idea in 1963. 

23. Park Name:
Dr Bill Grant Park

Location:

Murphy Street

Background:

Dr Grant was born in Wodonga and was the eldest son of Dr F J Grant and Kathleen Dixon with their family home being located in High Street next to the old Shire Hall. He was the Medical Health Officer for Wodonga Council from 1964 and the President of the Wodonga Hospital Board which he served for many years. He was also an Honorary Medical officer and a member of the Wodonga Turf Club as well as a keen supporter of the Wodonga Bulldogs. He was a particular friend and doctor to many early migrant families that settled in the area. 

24. Park Name:
Robert Prentice Park

Location:

Martin Street

Background:

Mr Prentice was a railway worker, best known for preserving Wodonga’s history through early 20th century photographs of which many are now in the State Library.

25. Park Name:
David Winterbottom Park





Location:

North of Pearce Street and East of Stanger Court

Background:

Mr Winterbottom was the Chief Planner for the Development Corporation. He was responsible for the planning development of the whole of the corporation land base into satellite cities and suburbs. This included Willow Park, Federation Park and Baranduda as well as overall planning for all future developments. David brought many skills to the community. He was the Chairman of the Albury-Wodonga Post School Education Committee and in his role was largely responsible for guiding officials from both states towards the later establishment of the CEC, Wodonga Institute of Tafe and the campus of Latrobe University.

26. Park Name:
Felix Grundy Park 

Location: 

Forrest Mars Avenue

Background: 

The local snake catcher.  He caught snakes and milked them of their venom which he supplied to the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories in order to make Anti Venom Serum. One trick he delighted in was letting these snakes loose (after having milked them of the venom) in the bars of local Hotels. 

27. Park Name: 
Belvoir Park – 

Location: 

Huon Street

Background: 

Belvoir Park was established after the 1914-18 War. Belvoir Parks includes one of Wodonga’s oldest recreational areas and contains the popular gardens created by the Sumsion family. 

28. Park Name: 
Sumsion Gardens – 

Location: 

Church St

Background: 

Mr Sumsion was a retired boot maker before becoming a gardener curator with Wodonga Shire in1956.  Mr Sumsion asked Council permission to tidy up the area in his own time.  He created a garden (part of Belvoir Park) from a patch of scrub and weeds with a dream of creating a recreational facility for the community in 1957. In the early 60’s he bought a piece of land adjoining the gardens and built a home so he could spend more time in the garden.  After he retired in 1961 the garden was named in his honour.

29. Park Name: 
Russell Cochrane Park 




Location:

Pettiford Ct

Background:

Mr Cochrane was the secretary of the newly reformed Wodonga Rifle Club which opened on April 14th 1973. He won the Queens Prize for shooting in 1957.  

30. Park Name: 
Phill Adams Park 

Location:  

Melbourne Rd

Background: 

Mr Adams was the shire President of Wodonga in1891-92.  He was involved in a lot of bridge and road building locally including a bridge over House creek, the Mitta Mitta bridge, the Railway bridge over the Murray River, a bridge over Middle Creek 4 miles from Wodonga and also the Bonegilla road bridges.

31. Park Name: 
Charles Ryan Park

Location: 

Felltimber Creek Rd – Jackson Dr

Background: 

The son of Mr James and Sarah (nee Harkin), James Snr produced the first edition of Wodonga & Towong Sentinel in August 1885 with a partner. Following the early death of Mr Harkin, Mr Ryan who did his cadetship in Melbourne continued to be the editor of the Sentinel until his death in 1965.  The paper was taken over by the BMM and closed on the 22.3.1968.  He reported with great spirit and pride.

32. Park Name: 
Bill Orr Park







Location: 

Melrose To Silva

Background: 

A retired Police Officer, he was a highly respected member of Police Force, very involved with the Neighbourhood Watch. He worked for a great many years for the blind society, Wodonga Branch.  He was involved in many cycling events and became a Citizen of the Year in 1985.

33. Park Name: 
Julia Ronan Park 

Location: 

Felltimber Creek Rd

Background: 

Nee Arundel – late of Gundowring, Mrs Ronan was left widow with three small children in 1906.  She decided that the farm would not support her family so she came to Wodonga.  She bought an old machinery shed in Dalgety’s saleyard site where Elgins now stands.  Ms Ronan opened an eating house which was a success after very hard work. From there she opened “Wodonga Coffee Palace” next to Turtons forge and coach factory in High Street in 1921, she prospered.  

34. Park Name: 
Gordon Craig Park 




Location:

Moorefield Park Drive

Background: 

Mr Craig was Chairman of the AWDC and Chairman of a summit of politicians, mayors and senior public servants that introduced LaTrobe University to Wodonga. 

35. Park Name: 
Henry Nowik Park





Location:

Koetong Crescent

Background: 

Mr Nowik came to Australia in 1964 to test market Pal & Whiskers. He became the general manager for Uncle Bens until 1978. This company was the largest single private employer from 1970 employing 800 workers annually.

36. Park Name: 
Alma Rogers Park

Location:

Lomond Court

Background: 

Ms Rogers was the first CSA recipient in 1978 and she worked extremely hard for the Senior Citizens and other community affairs.  Along side Mr Max Gray, she helped turn the first sod for Vermont Court Hostel, worked hard for this Hostel and was the foundation Secretary for the Wodonga Senior Citizens. Ms Rogers also worked for the Red Cross, Children’s Hospital (Life Governor) Blind Auxiliary. Ms Rogers died in Melbourne in 1981 aged 84 years.

37. Park Name: 
Rex Chamberlain Park 





Location: 

Trafalgar Street

Background: 

Mr Chamberlain was mayor for three terms from 1977.  He served in the army in the Pacific area and was also in the army at Bandiana.  Mr Chamberlain was a Councillor from 1970 until 1985.

38. Park Name: 
Jim Matthews Park 

Location:

Highland Crescent

Background: 

Mr Mathews owned Matthews Cycle shop which still trades under this name in Elgin Boulevard.  He built the Kangaroo Store and ran it at Ebden.  He was the Foundation member and vice president of the Wodonga Ambulance committee which raised funds to pay ambulance officers and to build the present Ambulance Station in South Street.  Mr Mathews previously paid for a house in Huon Street from which the first Ambulance service operated. He designed and constructed the first stretcher for the Wodonga Ambulance service. 

39. Park Name:
Tom Hales Park

Location:

Trafalga Street

Background: 

Mr Hales was known as the last of the “straight back” jockeys and rode numerous winners including 1874 Gold Cup winner Afterdark. He also won the 1880 Melbourne Cup on Grand Flaneur in front of over 100,000 people. He continued on to win a great many more city races as well as provincial. 

40. Park Name: 
Pat Parker Athletics Park 

Location: 

Pearce St

Background: 

Ms Parker worked for many years for “young husbands” Wodonga branch. Due to her two sons being involved in Little Athletics and Wodonga Athletics, Ms Parker become a great worker and was involved with the Athletics Club.  It was because of her great involvement and dedication, when the athletic park was opened at a cost of $200,000 it was named the Pat Parker Athletics Park.

41. Park Name: 
Graham Andrew Park





Location:

Blue Bonnet Way

Background: 

Mr Andrew was the Chief Administration Officer of the development corporation. 

42. Park Name:
Ewart Brothers Reserve 





Location:

Memorial Drive

Background: 

Started a menswear store in 1954. From Strathmerton, Jeff and Clarrie Ewart came to Wodonga to open a Mens Wear Store. Ewart Brothers was more than just a shop in the main street.  It was a place where farmers and city folk would often meet time for a chat and a laugh

43. Park Name: 
Bill Black Park 

Location: 

Osburn St

Background: 

Moved to Wodonga 1954 where Mr Black took up employment with Bradford Kendall Limited (BK’s).  He was engaged as a Fitter and Turner and was involved in constructing the foundry building and installing the various equipment.  Mr Black was offered the opportunity by BK’s to take over the management of the Wodonga Plant and despite having no previous experience in steel casting manufacture and its technology. Nevertheless he embraced the management role which he carried out successfully for another 30 years until to his retirement in 1984. Mr Black was active in community affairs as a member of the Wodonga Lions Club and successfully ran for Councilor of Wodonga Shire and remained a member of Council for 2 years.

44. Park Name: 
Washington Park

Location: 

Corner Osburn & Kendall Streets

Background: 

Is the name of the original road that ran along it. The road was named Sanyo Drive yet the common name for this park remained as Washington.

45. Park Name: 
Henry Harkin Park

Location: 

Ballara Drive

Background: 

Police Sergeant 1871 – 1884. Shire President for two terms.

46. Park Name: 
Alan Goyne Park






Location: 

Macpherson Street

Background: 

He worked for the Civil Construction Corps during WW11 and built Army huts at Bandiana.  After WW11 he and Mr Arthur Dunstan Snr became partners in business “Goyne & Dunstan”. Mr Dunstan supplied the materials and Mr Goyne built the houses.  Mr Goyne started to contract to the Victorian Housing Commission and with Commission homes as well as private houses he built approximately 350 houses in and around Wodonga over a period of 23 years.  

47. Park Name: 
Gamble Singh Park 

Location:

Bowen Place

Background: 

Mr Singh was the last of the Sikh hawkers who were very much a part of Wodonga’s early history. Up to 15 wagons of these hawkers could assemble on Wodonga flats at a given time.  Also a noted horse breeder and dealer, he usually camped with his great draught horses under two large trees near McKoys “Moorefield Stud”.  Mr Singh always had great horses and in 1950 he returned to Bombay (as it was known then) and became ill on arrival and died in July 1950. 
48. Park Name: 
John Aney Park






Location: 

Page Court

Background: 

Mr Aney was employed by the Development Corporation as the Chief Engineer who was responsible for over seeing the management, control and directing of the work on neighbourhood development and the provision of major roads, water and sewage services and waste disposals.   

49. Park Name: 
Albie Terrill Park 

Location:

Golflinks Ave

Background: 

Served as a Councillor from 1958 to 1978. Elected to office on five separate occasions 1965-1968 he was Shire President and again 1969 – 1971.

50. Park Name: 
Wattle Park 

Location: 

McCullock Crescent

Background: 

Proposed by resident of the area.
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